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KEY DEFINITIONS 

 
ACCOUNTABILITY - Christian accountability is the genuine evaluation of one’s walk and 
relationship with God and others which prepares us for the final Day of Judgment. 
Therefore, we all need to be answerable to a trusted covenant group member for 
integrating Biblical principles into our life and resisting sin.  
 
 
AGE GROUPINGS OFTEN REFERRED TO AS FOLLOWS:  

1. GEN Y/Z - born 1999- to present 
2. MILLENIALS - Born 1984 to 1998   
3. GEN X - Born 1965 to 1983 
4. BABY BOOMERS – Born 1946 – 1964   
5. ELDERS – Born before 1946   

 
APPRENTICE – A person who diligently learns and applies the Master’s knowledge and 
skills through a 5 – 7-year time period. 

 
AVAILABLE - A person who is free and able to join and regularly attend small group 
gatherings that are intent and deliberate in their pursuit of becoming disciple-makers.   
 
CORPORATE WORSHIP – Participants gather in a community or church setting in which 
music, prayer, communion, preaching and liturgy are used to the glory of God.   
 
COVENANT – an agreement which brings about a relationship or commitment between 
God and His people or persons.   
 
CURRICULUM – the subjects comprising a course of study in a school, or college, or in 
this case the study of Jesus’ teachings and methods on following Him to become 
Disciple-Makers. 
 
DISCIPLE - Learner, pupil, one who follows Christ’s teachings, is obedient to His Word, 
and models his or her life after Him 
 
DISCIPLESHIP – In its simplest form, discipleship is being and making disciples. The 
model Jesus gave us is an intentional process when a more mature believer prayerfully 
enters into a committed relationship with other believers to impart knowledge, skill, and 
character with the power of the Holy Spirit to follow Christ without reservation.  
 
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP – 1 or 2 leaders along with 3-5 participants who are in a 
covenantal relationship with God and each other for a 3-year period to establish the 
lifestyle of a disciple.   
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DISCIPLESHIP PRINCIPALS – These are the unchanging truths of scripture that apply to 
any period of time and to any ethnicity. They are the precepts that must be learned if 
one is to be truly Christian. They are the tenets and beliefs upon which our convictions 
are based.   (reference: Judy Streeter “Disciple-Making” pg.20) 
 
EQUIPPING – Works within a group to supply them with the necessary tools both 
spiritually and mentally for the purpose of being and making disciples that includes 
being able to apply scripture to one’s life. 
 
FAITHFUL – loyal, constant and steadfast to the tenants of the Christian beliefs. 
 
GROUP FORMATION - a small number of persons lead by 1 or 2 persons for the purpose 
of developing a closer relationship with God by using scripture, prayer, dedicated study, 
personal worship, witnessing and accountability in a 2 – 3-year commitment without 
signing a covenant. 
 
HUNGRY - exhibits a strong desire to answer God’s calling to become a disciple for Jesus 
Christ in every aspect of that commitment. 
 
INTENTIONAL – Is deliberate to fulfill a committed relationship with a group of believers 
for the purpose of building godly character and developing the ministry skills that will 
lead to becoming a disciple-maker.  
 
LAPSED CHRISTIAN – identifies as a Christian but has stopped attending church. 
 
LIFE-ON-LIFE - occurs in an intimate relationship, where Scripture is applied to 
understand the experiences of life. This process of encouraging spiritual growth is 
empowered by the Holy Spirit through one person while walking along with another.  
 
MENTOR – In its simplest form, discipleship is being and making disciples. The model 
Jesus gave us is an intentional process when a more mature believer prayerfully enters 
into a committed relationship with other believers to impart knowledge, skill, and 
character with the power of the Holy Spirit to follow Christ without reservation.  
 
MISSIONAL – Is purposeful as one strives to carry out all aspects involved in 
evangelism, ministry and the development of becoming a disciple-maker for Jesus 
Christ. 

 
NON-CHRISTIAN – identifies with a faith other than Christianity or with no faith at all 
(atheist/ agnostic/ none). 
 
PERSONAL WORSHIP - Personal worship is a means to deepen a personal relationship 
with Jesus, which is the first of the 5 Keys to Discipleship. This is coming into the 
presence of Christ daily to employ multiple spiritual disciplines, such as prayer, 
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confession, meditation, journaling, and Scripture study, for which we will be held 
accountable to our discipleship group members.  
 
SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE - A discipline is an activity in our power which we pursue - with 
the help of the Holy Spirit - in order to become able to do what we cannot do by direct 
effort. These disciplines are consistently exercised practices which draw us closer to God 
and bring new meaning to our time with Him, helping us to become godlier in character 
and behavior.  
 
SPIRITUAL FORMATION - Becoming Christ-like is inspired by the Holy Spirit, grounded in 
Scripture, and formed in a faith community. Spiritual formation is an intentional action 
for the purpose of growing in knowledge, love, obedience, and trust in Jesus Christ, 
choosing to take on His character.   
 
SPIRITUAL - WARFARE – As a Christian, dealing with a basic understanding of the 
fundamental elements concerning adversity, Satan, temptation, the flesh and sin.   
 
STEWARDSHIP - The ways in which a person with the responsibility for the master’s 
estate carries out the master’s goals and objectives.   
 
SUPPLICATION – the action of asking for something that can be given humbly of one’s 
time, resources or talents. 
 
SYLLABUS – an outline of the subjects in a course, book or teaching, typically found at 
the end of the book. 
 
PRACTICING CHRISTIAN – A person who identifies as Christian, agrees strongly that 
faith is very important, believes that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that the Bible is 
the inspired word of God and attends church regularly.   
 
TEACHABLE – willing and able to be taught and trained to become a disciple for Jesus 
Christ for the express purpose of reproducing disciples. 
 
TRUTH – One recognizes and believes the Bible to be the actual word of God and that it 
is the authority that provides the anchor for discipleship.  Truth is defined as that which 
corresponds to reality as perceived by God (R.C. Sproul) Truth is fundamentally about 
who God is. (Os Guinness)    
 
Notes:  
 


