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WORKS OF PIETY 
STEPS OF PERSONAL WORSHIP 

 
 
Works of Piety, in Methodism, are certain spiritual disciplines that along with the Works 
of Mercy, serve as a means of grace, and are necessary for Christian perfection.  All 
Methodist Christians, laity and ordained, are expected to employ them.  The Works of 
Piety are:   
 

1. Prayer 
2. Searching the Scriptures 
3. Holy Communion 
4. Fasting 
5. Christian Community 
6. Healthy Living 

 
Personal Worship is daily time focused on prayer and searching the scriptures.  These 
first two works of piety practiced daily are the first key behavior of a disciple of Jesus 
Christ.  
 
God wants to be with us 
“Today the heart of God is an open wound of love. He aches over our distance and 
preoccupation. He mourns that we do not draw near to him. He grieves that we have 
forgotten him. He weeps over our obsession with muchness and manyness. He longs for 
our presence.” Richard Foster, Prayer: 1 
 
God wants to transform us 
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 
in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17, NIV 
 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.   
Philippians 4:6-7, NIV 
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Suggested Steps for Daily Personal Worship  
 
1) Journal a short prayer for discernment. 
 
2) Place into words your confession. 
 
3) Utilize a scripture reading plan. 

• What did I hear? 
• Seek insight from a Bible commentary. 
• Ask yourself, in light of the scripture, how am I going to apply it to my life? 

 
4) Complete the following phrase. 

• By God’s grace and the Holy Spirit I will… 
 
5) Thoughtful Prayer 

• The Lord’s Prayer as a guide 
This, then, is how you should pray:  
“‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
10 your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us today our daily bread. 
12 Forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from the evil one.  
 

• P.R.A.Y.—Praise, Repent, Act and Yield 
 
P. R. A. Y. 
Praise   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, Matthew 6: 9, NIV 
 
Repent   Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  Matthew 6:12, 
NIV 
 
Ask   Give us today our daily bread…and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
the evil one. Matthew 6:11 &13, NIV 
 
Yield   ...your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Matthew 
6:10, NIV  
 


